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INTRODUCTION

In 2024, the amount of fentanyl seized by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) was equivalent to 380 million lethal doses—enough to end the life of every
man, woman, and child in the United States.! Nearly 80,000 Americans died from drug
overdoses in 2024, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC).? Synthetic opioids like fentanyl caused about 60% of those deaths. Ten years
prior, fewer than half the overdose deaths occurred, with only about 12% caused by
synthetic opioids. lowa has not dodged this crisis.

In a 2024 report, lowa in the Context of America’s Fentanyl Epidemic, CSl explored the
issue of fentanyl in lowa within the broader context of America’s fentanyl epidemic.
The report starts by describing the origin and evolution of the crisis over the previous
decade. It maps the trend in drug overdose deaths across drug types, comparing lowa
with the United States. It found that overdose deaths caused by synthetic opioids
(primarily fentanyl) rose by over 500% in lowa between January 2015 and January
2024. The data show that while lowa had the 3rd lowest rate of fentanyl overdose
deaths of all states in 2024, deaths from synthetic opioids were rising faster in lowa
than in the United States. The report also identified lowa as one of just three states
where methamphetamines claimed more lives than fentanyl. Finally, CSl's analysis
found fentanyl-related overdose deaths cost lowa $3.5 billion in 2023, up from
approximately $1.3 billion in 2018.

This year's fentanyl report provides an update on the latest data presented in the 2024
report. It assumes the reader has read last year’s report or has a general knowledge of
the fentanyl issue. While last year’s report explored the issue from a national level with
a focus on lowa, this year's report tells the story in the context of the actions the state
of lowa has taken since 2017 to address the state’s fentanyl crisis. Like last year’s report,
it ends with an update on the economic cost of fentanyl to the state of lowa through
the end of 2024.
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KEY FINDINGS

= From 2019 to 2024, fentanyl overdose deaths in lowa increased by 23% compared with 31% for the
U.S.—making lowa the 19th lowest in the nation over this period.

= CSlestimates the fentanyl crisis has caused a total of $19.2 billion in economic damage to the state
of lowa from 2017 through 2024.

= lowa reversed its uptrend in fentanyl overdose deaths 15 months sooner than the U.S. While fentanyl
remains a problem, fatalities are trending back in the right direction.

> Fentanyl overdose deaths in lowa rose by 670% from January 2015 to their peak in March 2022.
In the U.S., they did not peak until June 2023 and were up 1,250% at their high.

> From their peak, lowa’s fentanyl overdose deaths had fallen 46.3% by the end of 2024; in the
U.S,, they had fallen 38.4% from their peak.

> From the start of 2015 to the end of 2024, fentanyl overdose deaths rose by a total of 313% in
lowa and 730% in the U.S.

= The data suggest lowa’s 2018 opioid bill (HF 2377) helped the state temporarily reverse the growth
in fentanyl deaths prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.

> Inthe year immediately following passage of HF 2377, fentanyl overdose death rates in lowa fell
from 2.95 to 2.25 per 100,000 residents—a 24% decline. Overdose deaths continued to climb
nationally during this time.

> This led to a divergence from the national data, which allowed lowa to lower its total growth in
fentanyl overdose deaths over the last decade compared with the U.S.

> Theimprovement lasted just 12 months. lowa'’s fentanyl overdose deaths began rising again with
the rest of the U.S. starting in March 2019 and surged during the pandemic.

= Inaddition to HF 2377, CSl identified 4 other major pieces of legislation passed in lowa between
2018 and 2025 that may have contributed most to the state faring better that the U.S. during the
fentanyl crisis over the last decade: HF 391 (2021), HF 2573 (2022), HF 595 (2023), and HF 182
(2025).

= CSlidentified a strong relationship between synthetic opioid deaths in lowa, fentanyl seizures by U.S.
Customs and Border Protection at the southern border, and southwest land border encounters by
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. This suggests lowa’s decision to deploy state resources
to the southern border in 2021 and 2023 may have contributed to the turnaround in the fentanyl
epidemic since 2023.

= As of December 2024, lowa ranked second lowest nationally for fentanyl overdose death rates.
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THE FENTANYL EPIDEMIC
TURNED A CORNER

In response to concerns over the abuse of prescription opioids in the United States, the U.S. Center

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued new guidelines in 2016 on when and how to
appropriately prescribe opioid painkillers.?By late 2016, over half of physicians surveyed reported
reducing their opioid prescriptions; 1in 10 had stopped prescribing opioids altogether.* Explained with
more context in CSI's 2024 report on the fentanyl crisis, this change led many patients in chronic pain or
with opioid dependency to look for alternatives. Many turned to synthetic opioids, especially fentanyl.

Figure 1shows the number of drug overdose deaths over the 12 months preceding the specified month
in the United States for three National Vital Statistics System (NVSS) classifications: natural and semi-
synthetic opioids, synthetic opioids, and all opioids. The Appendix provides an explanation of overdose
death classifications referenced in Figure 1 and throughout this report. The NVSS cause of death
category labeled “Natural & semi synthetic opioids (T40.2)" captures prescription drugs like morphine,
oxycodone, and hydrocodone. While the NVSS data does not single out fentanyl, most drugs under the
classification “synthetic opioids excluding methadone (T40.4)" involve fentanyl.®

FIGURE 1.

Number of Overdose Deaths by Drug Class - United States
Trailing 12-month Provisional Data
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Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (NVSS)

T770L DIWONOD3 SLI ANV TANVLN3I4 HLIM LHSI4 5NO1-3dVv23Ad SYMOI // STOT AVIN

COMMON SENSE INSTITUTE :: COMMONSENSEINSTITUTEIA.ORG


https://CommonSenseInstituteia.org
https://CommonSenseInstituteia.org
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm

The data suggest the CDC's new guidelines achieved their desired effect of reducing harm from
prescription opioids nationally, but it was followed by a new crisis of synthetic opioid abuse. Prior to the
guidance, more Americans fell victim to overdose death from prescription opioids than from synthetics
like fentanyl, though fentanyl deaths were already on the rise. From the issuance of the CDC guidance
through the end of 2024, prescription opioid deaths dropped 40%. Meanwhile, the total number

of opioid-related overdose deaths has risen dramatically, driven by the rise in deaths from fentanyl

and other synthetic opioids. Total opioid overdose deaths in the United States rose by 54% from the
guidance through the end of 2024.

The subclassification of opioids called “synthetic opioids excluding methadone” (T40.4) accounted

for most of these deaths. While the NVSS data does not single out fentanyl, most drugs under this
classification involve fentanyl.? The death toll of these drugs increased by a staggering 1,247% nationally
from January 2015 to the peak in the summer of 2023. Fortunately, deaths dropped sharply from mid-
2023 through the end of 2024. In just 18 months, they fell 38.4% from their high, bringing the total
increase since the start of 2015 to the end of 2024 to 730%. Synthetic opioid overdose deaths in lowa
have followed a similar pattern to the United States, as shown in Figure 2.

FIGURE 2.

Increase in Synthetic Opioid Overdose Deaths from January 2015
lowa vs. United States
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Source: US. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (NVSS)

While the benefit of hindsight reveals lowa has fared better than the United States in the severity of the
fentanyl crisis, the rate of increase in overdose deaths from synthetic opioids was already far outpacing
that of any other drug in the state by 2017, raising alarm bells with state officials. In lowa, the death toll
of synthetic opioids like fentanyl increased by 670% from January 2015 to their peak. lowa'’s overdose
deaths peaked in March 2022, 15 months sooner than they did for the U.S. From the peak to the end of
2024, they fell 46.3%, bringing the total increase since the start of 2015 to the end of 2024 to 313%.
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IOWA'S FIGHT AGAINST FENTANYL

Recognizing the disturbing rise in opioid overdose deaths, the lowa Department of Public Health (IDPH)
presented to the Opioid Epidemic Evaluation Study Committee in October 2017, raising awareness of
the issue with lawmakers. By the time of their presentation, T40.2 deaths were still down 7% from 2015;
T40.4 deaths had risen an alarming 180%. The presentation rightly noted the rate of increase in opioid
overdose deaths as cause for concern. In its 2024 report looking back at overdose death data since
2015, CSl found lowa has seen fewer overdose deaths than most other states. Nonetheless, the state has
seen much larger rates of increase than the broader U.S. over several periods during the last decade.®
Presenters from

IDPH gave lowa TABLE 1. IDPH 2017 POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS TO ADDRESS THE OPIOID CRISIS
an “Opioids

Report Card” o o

that suggested State of lowa Opioid Initiatives Report Card

policy changes .
.. Policy Measure Before HF 2377  After HF 2377
to address opioid
misuse, urging 1. State has a Prescription Monitoring Program Yes Yes
lawmakers “to be . . o
tive instead 2. Prescribers are required to use the Prescription Ves
proac I\{e Instea Monitoring Program
of reactive.” - L
3. Prescription Monitoring Program has 24-hour upload Ves
Lawmakers from pharmacies
responded
quickly in 4. State utilizes prescription limits for opioids
the following . .
L . 5. State has a Syringe Services Program
legislative session
with House File ,
6. State has a Good Samaritan Law Yes
(HF) 2377, the
SO_F‘a_”ed_ 7. State has Expanded Naloxone Access Yes Yes
“opioid bill."°
8. State has dedicated funding for Naloxone
9. State has Medicaid coverage for all forms of
L . Yes
medication assisted treatment
10. State requires training on CDC Guidelines for
. S Yes
Managing Chronic Pain

Source: lowa Department of Public Health
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Early Success in Addressing the Fentanyl Crisis

The 2018 opioid bill adopted many of the recommendations made by IDPH in 2017. It required
prescribers to use the state’s Prescription Monitoring Program and upload data to the system within

24 hours. It created a Good Samaritan Law, providing legal protections for low-level offenses when a
good Samaritan seeks medical attention for someone experiencing an opioid overdose. It also required
prescribers to receive training on the 2016 CDC prescribing guidelines. Though all these provisions did
not go into effect immediately, these changes and education efforts by the state appear to have made a
difference, at least initially.

Based on the data in Figure 3, IDPH was correct to sound the alarm in 2017 over the rate of increase in
overdose deaths from fentanyl and similar opioids. Fentanyl deaths had been rising persistently in lowa
and across the nation for several years by then. In the U.S,, fentanyl overdose death rates continued

to rise each month from 2015 until experiencing their first drop in April 2022. That reprieve lasted just
two months and saw rates fall just 0.64%. In the year immediately following passage of the opioid bill,
however, synthetic opioid overdose death rates in lowa fell from 2.95 to 2.25 per 100,000 residents—a
24% decline. In a 2019 report, IDPH wrote, “Initial data show these efforts are making positive impacts
in lowa

communities FIGURE 3.

to prevent
and reduce Overdose Death Rate - Synthetic Opioids

the negative lowa vs. United States

consequences 24
of opioid-related
problems."
Unfortunately,
the decline in
synthetic opioid
overdoses in

T
S
United States

lowa was
short-lived.

pioid Presentatipft

DPHO

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (NVSS)
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Eyes on Fentanyl after the Pandemic

Fatalities began to rise more sharply than ever, leading up to and during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Whatever lowa policymakers were doing right to combat the crisis appears to have been overwhelmed
by stronger counteracting forces driving the fentanyl crisis nationwide. As stated in CSI's 2024 fentanyl
report, the U.S. data support early research by Quest Diagnostics Health Trends, which suggested
pandemic-related shutdowns were contributing to a surge in drug overdose use and deaths—especially
from fentanyl—in 2020.% Notably, however, the return to rising fentanyl death rates in lowa began

in 2019, exactly one year after passage of HF 2377 and before all the bill's provisions went into effect.
Whatever the cause for the resurgence of fentanyl deaths in lowa, by mid-2019 the state was on course
to follow the broader U.S. headlong into a years-long fentanyl epidemic. With the passage of HF 2377,
lowa had only just begun to address it.

In 2020, with the nation shaken by a global pandemic, fentanyl received less attention despite the
mounting number of lives it was destroying. As the nation came out of the pandemic, however,
attention turned back to an ever-rising number of victims claimed by the deadly drug and how to stop it.
Since 2021, the state has pursued multiple approaches to reducing the instances of death from fentanyl
overdoses. The legislature passed a series of bills between 2021 and 2025, shown in Table 2.

TABLE 2.

Major Opioid-Related Legislation Promulgated in lowa

Bill Number Year Description
HF 2377 2018 Promulgates policy recommendations from IDPH's “Opioid Report Card" See
Table 1.
Makes technical changes to lowa’s Uniform Controlled Substances Act and pre-
HF 391 2021
cursor substances to conform to federal code.
Establishes an Opioid Antagonist Medication Fund to provide first responders and
HF 2573 2022 schools with naloxone and other opioid overdose reversal medications. The law
also the law appropriates $3.8 million for a medication addiction treatment pro-
gram at the University of lowa Hospitals and Clinics.
HF 595 2023 Creates harsher penalties for the manufacture, delivery, or possession of fentanyl.
Aligns lowa’s Controlled Substances Act with the federal Controlled Substances
HF 182 2025 . . . R
Act, including changes to the scheduling of certain opioids.

Source: lowa Legislature
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Additional legislation promulgated in lowa since the 2018 opioid bill has focused on conforming the
state’s Uniform Controlled Substances Act with federal code, providing resources to help victims of
fentanyl poisoning survive the episode, and cracking down on criminal activity that proliferates the
deadly drug across the state. Other legislative efforts have stalled at the Capitol. In 2025, HF 699 aimed
to make fentanyl test strips available in lowa. Another bill, HF 792, would have made it first-degree
murder to engage in certain activity that resulted in a fentanyl overdose death. But state action has not
focused only on legislating.

Fentanyl is a Border Issue

As documented extensively in CSI Arizona’s 2022 report, Fentanyl, Crime, and Arizona’s Southern
Border and discussed in more detail in CSl lowa's 2024 report, lowa in the Context of America’s Fentanyl
Epidemic, stakeholders and experts report that the primary source of illicit fentanyl in the United States
today is smuggling of the finished drug across the southern border with Mexico.” In its National Drug
Threat Assessment 2024, the DEA reported that: “Fentanyl manufactured by the Mexican cartels is the
main driver behind the ongoing epidemic of drug poisoning deaths in the United States...China-based
chemical suppliers are the main source of the chemicals used in the production of illicit fentanyl."**
Fentanyl seizures by the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) ballooned from about 2,650 pounds

in 2019 to 21,200 pounds in 2024 This corresponds closely with a surge in illegal border crossings,

and unsurprisingly, the tragic rise in fentanyl overdose deaths in lowa and across the U.S.

FIGURE 4. IOWA SYNTHETIC OPIOID DEATHS AND SOUTHERN BORDER ENCOUNTERS AND FENTANYL
SEIZURES, 2015 TO 2024

lowa synthetic opioid deaths Southwest Land Border
(T40.4) Fentanyl Seizures (lbs) Encounters
2,500,000
3000 25,000
2,000,000
20,000
2000 15,000 1,500,000
10,000 1,000,000
1000
5000 500,000
0 0 0
2016 2018 2020 2022 2024 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Source: Office of Homeland Security Statistics, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (NVSS)

Recognizing the relationship between America's border crisis and fentanyl crisis, lowa deployed
resources to America's border with Mexico in 2021 and 2023 to help stop the flow of fentanyl into the
United States—and ultimately into lowa. As seen in Figure 4, as CBP encounters peaked and then fell last
year, so did fentanyl seizures at the border. And as fentanyl flows across the border fell, so did fentanyl
deaths in lowa.
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HOW IOWA COMPARES WITH
OTHER STATES

While now on the decline, lowa's synthetic opioid death rates have risen dramatically in recent years.

Overdoses from synthetic opioids quadrupled from December 2016 to December 2024, rising by

398%. From
January 2015 to
its peak in March
2022, they rose
670% to arate
of 7.22 deaths
per 100,000
residents. In the
last 5 years from
January 2019
through January
2024, the trailing
12-month rate of
overdose deaths
from synthetic

opioids rose 23%.

These figures
put lowa directly
in the median

of America’s
fentanyl crisis, as

shown in Figure 5.

The percentage
increase or
decrease speaks
to how much
better or worse a
state is becoming
relative to where
it was in the

past. Oregon,

FIGURE 5.

Percent Increase in Synthetic Opioid
Overdose Deaths from 2019 to 2024

Note: Insufficient data for AL, AR, CA, FL, ID, LA, MI, MN, MS, MT, NE, ND, and PA

"US Median" equals the median of states reported. It does not include the U.S. or states with insufficient data.
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Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (NVSS)
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Alaska, Washington, Oklahoma, and Nevada have seen the largest percent increases in overdose deaths
from fentanyl over the past five years, but that does not mean they necessarily have the worst fentanyl
overdose death rates. In 2019, Texas had the lowest fentanyl overdose death rate in the country. With an
increase of 391% since then, it ranks in the top 10 states for rate of increase over the last five years. Yet,
it still has the fifth-lowest rate of fentanyl deaths per 100,000 residents as of December 2024. Alaska
and Oregon boasted some of the lowest rates of fentanyl overdose deaths in the nation before the
pandemic. Today, after seeing the two largest increases over the last five years, they rank 45th and 37th,
respectively. Conversely, West Virginia increased by only 1% over the last five years—Iless than the 31%
median increase or the United States increase of 31%. Nonetheless, it has the second-highest fentanyl
overdose rate of any state at 32.26 per 100,000, lagging only Alaska and Washington, D.C. Figure 6
compares the synthetic opioid overdose rates of all states, the District of Columbia, and the United
States as a whole.

FIGURE 6.

Synthetic Opioid Overdose Death Rates - lowa vs. All Other States and D.C.
Trailing 12-Month Provisional Data
Note: No data for LA, NE, and PA

| Select one or more (States, D.C., U.S.)

1A AK OR DC wv us

80

704
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40

Deaths Per 100,000 Residents

Source: US. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (NVSS)

On a percent change basis, lowa has seen a similar growth trajectory to other states, but it has
maintained its extraordinarily low overdose rates relative to the rest of the United States. In its 2025 Free
Enterprise Report, CSl lowa noted that lowa ranks fifth lowest for drug overdose death rates nationally.®
Figure 6 shows lowa as the second lowest for synthetic opioid overdose death rates, but it does not
include Nebraska due to a lack of data. lowa likely ranks third. In January 2015 it had 0.96 deaths from
synthetic opioids per 100,000 residents. In December 2024, it had 3.83—nearly a 4-fold increase.
Alaska, the state with the highest fentanyl death rate, has 34.45 per 100,000 residents. Washington, D.C.
lands on top at 43.57.
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THE ECONOMIC COST OF FENTANYL

Despite lowa'’s relatively low rates of fentanyl overdoses, the hundreds of deaths that occur each year
come with a substantial cost. Common Sense Institute lowa borrowed methodology from the CDC's
State-Level Economic Costs of Opioid Use Disorder and Fatal Opioid Overdose - United States, 2017
paper to estimate the cost of an opioid overdose in lowa.” The CDC estimated the cost of fatal opioid
overdoses for thirty-eight states and DC in 2017. For lowa, they found the total cost of all fatal opioid
overdoses in 2017 to be over $2.37 billion. The CDC used a case count of 206 fatal opioid overdoses,

a per-death cost of $11.5 million. Using this same approach, CSl estimated the cost per death and

total costs from 2018 through 2024 by inflating the per-death costs in each category by the Personal
Consumption Expenditure Price Index (excluding energy and food). This raises the cost per death from
$11.5 million to $16.9 million. The total cost of any type of fatal opioid overdose in 2024 cost lowa about
$2.4 billion. Fentanyl alone accounted for 89.7% of all opioid overdose costs according to preliminary
data, making the 2024 total cost of overdose deaths attributable to fentanyl $2.2 billion.

TABLE 3.
Total Economic Cost of Opioid Overdose Deaths in lowa
Number
of Opioid Healthcare LO.St. V.ah.'le Of. Total Cost folcost Tot.al Cost
Productivity per | Statistical Life for all Attributable
Overdose | Cost per Death per Death
Death Lost Deaths to Fentanyl
Deaths
2017 206 $5,350 $1.44M $1010M $11.50M $2.37B $1.868
2018 141 $5,609 $1.51M $10.59M $1210M $1.718 $1.34B
2019 158 $5,812 $1.56M $10.97M $12.54M $1.98B $1.55B
2020 224 $5.726 $1.54M $10.81M $12.35M $2.77B $2178
2021 256 $6,486 $1.75M $12.25M $13.99M $3.58B $2.98B
2022 235 $7121 $1.92M $13.44M $15.36M $3.61B $3.30B
2023 252 $7577 $2.04M $14.30M $16.34M $412B $3.81B
2024 144 $7819 $210M $14.76M $16.87M $2.43B $218B
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BOTTOM LINE

The fentanyl epidemic has impacted countless lives across the
United States over the past decade, and lowa has seen its share of
loss. Every state in the nation saw deaths from synthetic opioids
rise after states and the federal government began to crack down
on the abuse of prescription opioids around 2015 to 2016. In
2018, lowa lawmakers responded with legislation to the state’s
climbing death toll caused by synthetic opioid overdoses. The
state subsequently bucked the national trend over the following
year, seeing a decline in fentanyl overdose deaths into the start
of 2019. Unfortunately, the problem grew worse during and after
the pandemic—both in lowa and nationally. lowa continued to
address the crisis with additional legislation and gubernatorial
action. The data is evidence that it made a difference.

Ultimately, the state reversed the trend of rising fentanyl deaths
more than a year before the broader U.S. Over the entire decade
from the start of 2015 to the end of 2024, lowa saw less than

half the total increase in overdose deaths than the U.S. As of
December 2024, lowa ranked second-lowest nationally for
fentanyl overdose death rates. Fentanyl has wrecked lives, but

it also comes with an economic cost. Fentanyl cost lowa alone
nearly $20 billion in economic damage in just 8 years. The action
state lawmakers took to combat the crisis helped lowa fare better
than the average state during this difficult period, reducing the
economic cost of the crisis by billions for the state, and most
importantly, saving precious lives.

T70L DIWONOD3 SLI ANV TANVLN3I4 HLIM LHSI4 5NO1-3dVv23Ad SYMOI // STOT AVIN

COMMON SENSE INSTITUTE :: COMMONSENSEINSTITUTEIA.ORG


https://CommonSenseInstituteia.org
https://CommonSenseInstituteia.org

APPENDIX

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid used in medicine to treat chronic pain, like morphine, but around 100 times
more potent. However, most fentanyl in the United States today is not a controlled prescription drug
but rather an illicit synthetic opioid produced outside of the United States and trafficked into the country
by criminal organizations such as Mexican drug cartels. Dealers regularly mix fentanyl with other drugs,
often without the knowledge of the user. Because a mere two milligrams of fentanyl contain a lethal
dose, the drug comes with a disquieting overdose mortality rate.

From a data perspective, the impact of the fentanyl epidemic shows up perhaps most clearly in
overdose deaths and death rates. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention tracks drug
overdose deaths under the National Vital Statistics System (NVSS) and the State Unintentional Drug
Overdose Reporting System (SUDORS). For the former, jurisdictions report cause of death data in
accordance with the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems
(ICD).® For the latter, data comes through the Overdose Data to Action in States (ODEA-S) cooperative
agreement administered by the CDC."” Each state reports overdose deaths to SUDORS at the CDC from
death certificates and postmortem toxicology, coroner, and medical examiner reports. The SUDORS
database includes more detailed information on overdose deaths than NVSS; however, the system was
launched in 2016, and some data only goes back a few years.>° The NVSS database classifies drugs into
several broader categories:

= heroin (T401);

= natural opioid analgesics, including morphine and codeine, and semisynthetic opioids, including
drugs such as oxycodone, hydrocodone, hydromorphone, and oxymorphone (T40.2);

= methadone, a synthetic opioid (T40.3);

= synthetic opioid analgesics other than methadone, including drugs such as fentanyl and tramadol
(T404);

= cocaine (T40.5); and psychostimulants with abuse potential, which includes methamphetamine
(T43.6);

= opium (T40.0);

= heroin (T401);

= natural opioid analgesics (T40.2);

= methadone (T40.3);

= synthetic opioid analgesics other than methadone (T40.4); or

= other and unspecified narcotics (T40.6).”

T70L DIWONOD3 SLI ANV TANVLN3I4 HLIM LHSI4 5NO1-3dVv23Ad SYMOI // STOT AVIN

COMMON SENSE INSTITUTE :: COMMONSENSEINSTITUTEIA.ORG

15


https://CommonSenseInstituteia.org
https://CommonSenseInstituteia.org

ENDNOTES

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

United States Drug Enforcement Administration, https://www.dea.gov/state-and-local-task-force.

“Provisional Drug Overdose Death Counts,” National Vital Statistics System, February 15, 2023, https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-over-
dose-data.htm.

Ben Murrey and Glenn Farley, “lowa in the Context of America'’s Fentanyl Epidemic,” June 26, 2024, https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/iowa/
research/housing-and-our-community/iowa-in-the-context-of-americas-fentanyl-epidemic.

“U.S. Physicians Discuss Curtailing Opioid Prescriptions,” Sermo, January 9, 2017, https://www.sermo.com/blog/insights/rock-hard-place-u-s-physi-
cians-curtailing-opioid-prescriptions/.

“Medication and Drug Overdose in Graham County https://injuryfreenc.dph.ncdhhs.gov/DataSurveillance/StatewideOverdoseSurveillanceReports/
CountyOverdoseDeathSlides/grahamcountyoverdosedeathslides.pdf, 2.

“Medication and Drug Overdose in Graham County https://injuryfreenc.dph.ncdhhs.gov/DataSurveillance/StatewideOverdoseSurveillanceReports/
CountyOverdoseDeathSlides/grahamcountyoverdosedeathslides.pdf, 2.

lowa Department of Public Health, “Addressing Opioid Use in lowa: How Do We Measure Up,” https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/
SD/864308.pdf.

Ben Murrey and Glenn Farley, “lowa in the Context of America’s Fentanyl Epidemic,” June 26, 2024, https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/iowa/
research/housing-and-our-community/iowa-in-the-context-of-americas-fentanyl-epidemic.

lowa Department of Public Health, “Addressing Opioid Use in lowa: How Do We Measure Up," https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/
SD/864308.pdf.

An Act relating to controlled substances, including by temporarily designating substances as controlled substances, modifying the penalties for im-
itation controlled substances and certain controlled substances, modifying the controlled substances listed in schedules |, lll, and IV, modifying re-
quirements for electronic prescriptions, and providing penalties, HF 296, State of lowa 87th General Assembly (2017), https://www.legis.iowa.gov/
legislation/BillBook?ga=87&ba=HF296.

lowa Department of Public Health, “lowa Department of Public Health - lowa's Opioid Crisis: An Update,’ Des Moines: lowa Department of Public
Health, 2019, https://publications.iowa.gov/43531/1/iowa%?27s%200pioid%20crisis%20-%20an%20updatejan30.pdf.

Justin K. Niles, Jeffrey Gudin, Jeff Radcliff, and Harvey W. Kaufman, “The Opioid Epidemic Within the COVID-19 Pandemic: Drug Testing in 2020,
Population Health Management, February 5, 2021, https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/full/10.1089/pop.2020.0230.

Glenn Farley, “Fentanyl, Crime, and Arizona’s Southern Border,” Common Sense Institute Arizona, August 2022, https://commonsenseinstituteaz.org/
fentanyl-crime-and-arizonas-southern-border-august-2022/; Ben Murrey and Glenn Farley, “lowa in the Context of America’s Fentanyl Epidemic,’
June 26, 2024, https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/iowa/research/housing-and-our-community/iowa-in-the-context-of-americas-fentan-
yl-epidemic.

“National Drug Threat Assessment 2024,” https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/5.23.2024%20NDTA-updated.pdf.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection, “Nationwide Drug Seizures,” https://www.cbp.gov/document/stats/nationwide-drug-seizures.

Steven L. Byers, Ph.D. and Ben Murrey, “lowa’s Free Enterprise Report: 2025 Edition,” January 10, 2025, https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/
iowa/research/free-enterprise-report/iowas-free-enterprise-report-2025-edition-1.

Li F. Luo and C. Florence, “State-Level Economic Costs of Opioid Use Disorder and Fatal Opioid Overdose — United States, 2017" MMWR Morb
Mortal Wkly Rep 2021;70:541-546. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7015al.

“Provisional Drug Overdose Death Counts,” https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm.
“Overdose Data to Action in States,” CDC, May 2, 2024, https://www.cdc.gov/overdose-prevention/php/od2a/state.html.
“Overdose Data to Action in States.”

“Provisional Drug Overdose Death Counts,” https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm.

COMMON SENSE INSTITUTE :: COMMONSENSEINSTITUTEIA.ORG

SCO0C AVIN

71701 DIWONOD3 S1I ANV TANVLN3I4 HLIM LHSI4 S5NO1-3dVvD23a S, YMOI


https://commonsenseinstituteia.org/
https://www.dea.gov/state-and-local-task-force
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm
https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/iowa/research/housing-and-our-community/iowa-in-the-context-of-americas-fentanyl-epidemic
https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/iowa/research/housing-and-our-community/iowa-in-the-context-of-americas-fentanyl-epidemic
https://www.sermo.com/blog/insights/rock-hard-place-u-s-physicians-curtailing-opioid-prescriptions/
https://www.sermo.com/blog/insights/rock-hard-place-u-s-physicians-curtailing-opioid-prescriptions/
https://injuryfreenc.dph.ncdhhs.gov/DataSurveillance/StatewideOverdoseSurveillanceReports/CountyOverdoseDeathSlides/grahamcountyoverdosedeathslides.pdf
https://injuryfreenc.dph.ncdhhs.gov/DataSurveillance/StatewideOverdoseSurveillanceReports/CountyOverdoseDeathSlides/grahamcountyoverdosedeathslides.pdf
https://injuryfreenc.dph.ncdhhs.gov/DataSurveillance/StatewideOverdoseSurveillanceReports/CountyOverdoseDeathSlides/grahamcountyoverdosedeathslides.pdf
https://injuryfreenc.dph.ncdhhs.gov/DataSurveillance/StatewideOverdoseSurveillanceReports/CountyOverdoseDeathSlides/grahamcountyoverdosedeathslides.pdf
ttps://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/SD/864308.pdf
ttps://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/SD/864308.pdf
https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/iowa/research/housing-and-our-community/iowa-in-the-context-of-americas-fentanyl-epidemic
https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/iowa/research/housing-and-our-community/iowa-in-the-context-of-americas-fentanyl-epidemic
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/SD/864308.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/SD/864308.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=87&ba=HF296
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=87&ba=HF296
https://publications.iowa.gov/43531/1/iowa%27s%20opioid%20crisis%20-%20an%20updatejan30.pdf
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/full/10.1089/pop.2020.0230
https://commonsenseinstituteaz.org/fentanyl-crime-and-arizonas-southern-border-august-2022/
https://commonsenseinstituteaz.org/fentanyl-crime-and-arizonas-southern-border-august-2022/
https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/iowa/research/housing-and-our-community/iowa-in-the-context-of-americas-fentanyl-epidemic
https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/iowa/research/housing-and-our-community/iowa-in-the-context-of-americas-fentanyl-epidemic
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/5.23.2024%20NDTA-updated.pdf
ttps://www.cbp.gov/document/stats/nationwide-drug-seizures
ttps://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/iowa/research/free-enterprise-report/iowas-free-enterprise-report-2025-edition-1
ttps://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/iowa/research/free-enterprise-report/iowas-free-enterprise-report-2025-edition-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7015a1
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/overdose-prevention/php/od2a/state.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm

