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Key Findings  
- The total cost of crime in Colorado exceeded $27 billion in 2020. While costs are 

disproportionately felt by victims, this implies an average cost per Coloradan of $4,762 per year. 
The 2021 costs will grow, as the violent crime rate is on pace to be the highest since 1994, a 10% 
annual increase.  
o $27 billion in total costs equates to 77% of the size of the state budget ($35 billion). 
o $8.5 billion in tangible costs is $1.5 billion more than the combined total market value of the 

Broncos, Nuggets, Rockies, 
Avalanche and Rapids ($6.77 
billion). 

o Intangible costs related to victim 
suffering, reduced quality of life 
and other societal costs totaled 
more than $19 billion. 

- Average monthly crime rate in 2021 
is 28% higher than it was in 2011, 
and 15% higher than it was only two 
years ago in 2019. 
o Colorado had the highest 

increase in its property crime 
rate between 2011 and 2020, 
among all states.  

o Colorado’s violent crime rate in 
2020 was 35% higher than 
2011; nationally the rate grew 
only 3%. 

o The 2020 murder rate was 106% 
higher than in 2011. The rape 
rate was 9% higher, with assault up 40%.  

- Significant increases in organized retail crime and motor vehicle thefts contributed between $1.2 
and $1.6 billion to total costs. 
o Colorado had the highest motor vehicle theft rate among all states in 2020. Just 10 years ago, 

the rate of motor vehicle theft in Colorado was lower than the national average. Since then, 
the Colorado rate has increased by 135%, while the national rate has increased just 3% 
through 2020.  

- As a result of multiple reforms, the trends across bond practices, parole rates, and incarceration 
levels, all point to a system tipping further away from accountability. 
o Since 2008, the state correctional population has declined by 23% while the level of crime has 

increased by 47%.  
- The Department of Correction population only, has declined 33% through 9/30/21. 
- Colorado’s recidivism rate is top-5 in the nation. 

o Of those arrested in Denver in 2021, 65% had at least one prior arrest since 2018.  
- 30% had 5 or more arrests since 2018.  

- Policymakers must establish more transparent reporting and a public facing information 
dashboard that demonstrates how the current system supports communities, victims and 
individuals returning to society following incarceration.  
o Need for interagency task force on organized retail crime.  
o Must understand how changes in the system are leading to worse outcomes.  
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Overview 
Crime has undeniably and dramatically increased over the last decade in Colorado. 
The pandemic-related policy restrictions and resulting economic disruptions brought 
further stress to society, which exacerbated problems related to crime. The result 
has been billions of dollars in additional costs borne by Coloradans. These costs are 
felt in many ways, both directly by the victims, and indirectly by the community.  
It is important to distill the jaw-dropping impact of crime down to numbers that 
everyone can grasp. The numbers show trends and enable conclusions, which in 
turn can be tested. Numbers remove the emotional impact and personal tragedy of 
crime and lead to dispassionate, practical solutions to what is, in part, an economic 
issue. All victims know that crime is intensely personal. Most people never fully 
recover from the impact of being victimized. Behind every statistic of violent crime, 
theft of valued possessions or any violation of one’s right to live a safe and secure 
life, is a person and that person’s family and friends – are each damaged by a 
criminal act. 
The primary and consistent policy trend in Colorado has been to discourage the 
jailing of those arrested for committing crimes and to reduce the severity of 
punishment for those convicted. However well intended, these recent policies must 
be monitored to ensure the costs from the unintended – albeit predictable -
consequences do not outweigh the anticipated benefits.   
Given the concerning trends and high costs, it is imperative that policy makers 
implement timely, transparent, and actionable accountability metrics, that allow 
them to diagnose specific system level problems and individual policy decisions 
across the multiple dimensions of criminal justice in Colorado.  
Let us move forward with the important work of understanding the impact of public 
policy on the lives of our community. While we’re interpreting data and delving 
deeper into cause-and-effect, we must also remember the thousands and 
thousands of victims who have suffered and deserve justice. 
Colorado’s crime surge increased over the last two years but started long 
before the pandemic  

- From 2010 through 2019, Colorado’s population-adjusted annual murder rate 
increased by an annual average of 8%, motor vehicle theft by 6%, and 
assault by 3%.  

- Average monthly crime in 2021 per 100,000 Coloradans is 28% higher than 
in 2011, and 11% higher than in 2020 

- The monthly murder rate increased 20% in both 2019 and 2020 
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The 2021 total rate of 
crime is 14% higher than it 
was in 2019. This trend 
exceeds the 12% increase 
Colorado experienced 
between 2009 and 2012.  
While it should be 
everyone’s hope that crime 
levels subside as the 
economy continues to 
recover, there must be 
attention to the fact that 
Colorado crime rates never 
recovered to their pre-
financial crisis level 
heading into 2020. After 
adjusting for population 
growth, the 2019 murder 
rate was 82% higher than 
in 2009. The rape rate was 30% higher, and assault up 40%.  
The national trend is the opposite. Figure 2 shows Colorado’s 2009-2016 dip in 
violent crime was reversed in 2017, and by 2019 was nearly 10% higher than 
2007. Over that same period, the U.S. violent crime rate declined by 19%.  
The 2020 violent crime rate in 
Colorado was the highest in a 
quarter century. And the current 
pace of violent crime is on track 
to be the highest since 1994.  
While Colorado’s violent crime 
rate is surging, property crime is 
defying the trend across 
America.  
Nationally, the property crime 
rate has consistently fallen for 
the past three decades. Not so 
in Colorado, where the property 
crime rate has remained largely 
flat or even increased slightly 
since 2009. As shown in Figure 
3, the national property crime 
rate declined by 30% between 
2009 and 2019. In Colorado, it dropped by a mere 2%.  
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During the first year of the pandemic, the difference was exacerbated. Nationally, 
the property crime rate fell by another 8%. Colorado went the opposite direction, 
increasing by 8%.  The increase in the property crime rate from 2010 to 2020 in 
Colorado ranks 2nd among all states.  
The 2021 overall crime 
rate through August of 
this year is worse. 
Through the first eight 
months of the year, the 
average monthly crime 
rate grew by 10%. The 
monthly average murder 
rate grew by 9%. For 
other property crimes, 
the surge is more 
dramatic. Motor vehicle 
theft is up 29% and 
fraud increased 50%. 
The pandemic, resulting 
social unrest and 
economic struggles have 
undoubtedly played a 
role in exacerbating the 
underlying causes of 
crime. Yet, the long-standing trends should not be overlooked. And over the past 
18-months, as all Americans have faced similar struggles, the rates of crime 
increased at much higher rates in Colorado than they did throughout much of the 
country.  
The growth in crime is costing Coloradan’s tens of billions of dollars in both 
direct and indirect costs 

- The total cost of crime in Colorado is more than $27 billion.  
o Total tangible costs of crime are $8.5 billion while total intangible costs 

are $19 billion.  
- The total cost of police-reported crime in Colorado is $10 billion. 

o While total police reported tangible costs are $4.7 billion and total 
police reported intangible costs are $5.4 billion.  

The costs of crime borne by society are felt in numerous ways. In early 2021, a 
scholarly article by Miller, et al., found that “Approximately 121 million crimes 
committed in the U.S. in 2017 resulted in $620 billion direct monetary costs and 
$1.95 trillion in intangible pain, suffering and lost quality of life costs. Combined, 
the cost of crime in the U.S. in 2017 was $2.6 trillion.”i 
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Through working with the report’s primary author, Dr. Ted Miller with the Pacific 
Institute for Research in Maryland, to replicate the methodology the total cost of 
crime in Colorado in 2020 was estimated to have exceeded $27 billion. This 
estimate reflects both adjustments to the relative costs of Colorado compared to 
national averages and the overall increase in prices since 2017. The total cost 
estimate is 1.07% of the national cost estimate. This is 
significantly lower than Colorado’s 1.8% of US 
population, primarily because the Colorado estimates 
excludes certain crimes committed by and against 
juveniles which were included in the national article. 
For this reason, these estimates are conservative in 
their estimation of the full costs of crime.   
Figure 4 reflects the sum of costs across each category of crime. Table F in the 
Appendix shows the full costs across each category of crime and cost type. The 
large cost to society must be better understood when weighing cost savings, or 
benefits of policies moving forward. 
Some of the costs are more clearly understood and tangible to both victims and 
society. Tangible costs have a direct transaction cost 
associated with them. Victims of crime face physical 
injury, the loss of property, medical bills, and massive 
time and resource commitments to pursue legal charges. 
Federal, state and local taxes pay for policing, courts and 
our prisons and jails. While serving prison sentences 
resulting from their crimes, convicted felons are no 
longer able to be productive members of society and 
participate in the workforce translating in a reduction in 
their contribution to our economy or their family’s 
income.  
There are also costs which are intangible in nature yet 
take a real toll on communities. In areas with higher 
rates of crime, quality of life suffers, which results in both 
psychological impacts and behavioral changes. They also 
reflect tangible costs possibly not captured in the 
analysis. The article by Miller, et al., states that quality of 
life costs or intangible costs provide “monetary value of pain, suffering and lost 
quality of life.” Specifically, “violent crimes are assumed to reduce victim quality of 
life. Thus, to the extent fraud and other crimes involve mental anguish, these costs 
would be higher.”  
 

Figure 4: 2020 Cost of Crime 
in Colorado  

Total Costs $27,492,139,051  
Tangible  $8,512,681,425  

Intangible  $19,054,132,501  

Categories of Costs 
Tangible Costs 

Medical 
Mental Health 

Productivity(victim) 
Property Damage 

Public Services 
Adjudication & Sanctioning 

Perpetrator Work Loss 
(offender) 

Intangible Costs 
Quality of Life 
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Many crimes go unreported to police. Therefore, this analysis accounts for the 
1,500,000 more crimes that occur that are not reflected in the police-reported 
offenses. The categories of crime that have the biggest difference between what is 
police-reported and what is estimated to actually occur, are sexual assaults, with 
rape in particular, and fraud. According to Miller, et al., less than 3% of rapes and 
just 3.4% of fraud get reported to police nationally.  
Two of the most significant areas of growth in costs 
and impacts are motor vehicle theft and retail crime 

- Colorado has the highest auto theft rate of all states 
(Washington, D.C. is higher). 

- If the monthly pace of motor vehicle thefts keeps 
up, motor vehicle theft crime rates in 2021 will be 
79% of where it was in 2019. 

- Total theft costs are approaching $1 billion annually 
in Colorado.  
 

While the increase in violent crime is most pressing, the impacts related to the 
spike in auto thefts and retail theft must be better understood. Not only are there 
significant costs of these crimes, but there is also a connection between them and 
an increase in more violent crimes.  
According to the Colorado 
Auto Theft Prevention 
Authority, Colorado ranked 
first among all states 
(second only to 
Washington D.C.) in 2020. 
Only 10 years ago, the rate 
of motor vehicle theft in 
Colorado was lower than 
the national average. Since 
then, Colorado’s auto theft 
rate has increased by 
135%, while the national 
rate has increased a 
relatively scant 3% through 
2020.  
 
The last two years have 
been especially bad. The 
2020 auto theft rate 
increased 39% and the 
current 2021 rate is set to increase an additional 29%, combining for a 79% 
increase since 2019.  
Thefts of motor vehicle parts/accessories are just as concerning. Theft from a motor 
vehicle increased by 24% from 2019 to 2020 and theft of motor vehicle 
parts/accessories increased by 15%. 

Figure 5: Police Reported 
(PR) Crime Costs 

Total cost $10,188,142,482 

Tangible  $4,772,081,130 

Intangible  $5,416,061,352 
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The costs of motor vehicle theft in 2020 totaled just over $1 billion. The largest 
costs resulted from property loss ($291,996,613), adjudication and sanctioning 
($463,996,818), and perpetrator work loss ($221,978,378).  
The 28,073 vehicles stolen in 2020, have an average cost of $36,090 per stolen 
vehicle. While 67% of reported stolen vehicles are recovered, the costs of these 
crimes span far beyond the value of the vehicle.ii As 
a large portion of these costs are paid by insurance 
companies, the higher rates of auto theft led to 
higher insurance premiums for all Colorado drivers.   
Since 2012, the rate of larceny and theft nationally 
has plummeted by 29%, more than 14 times 
Colorado’s anemic 2% reduction over the same 
period. The disparity between the national trend and 
Colorado is getting worse. In 2020 alone, the 
national rate of theft decreased by 1%. In Colorado, 
it shot up 11%. Further evidence of Colorado’s theft 
problem appeared in a November 2021 study, which 
ranked the Denver Metro area as having the worst 
rates of porch piracy of deliveries and packages.iii   
While these changes may seem smaller than the huge swings in auto vehicle theft, 
they obscure very sizeable increases occurring within the subcategory of retail 
theft. 
  
Retail crime, and more specifically, organized retail crime (ORC) are areas of 
particular concern. The stories in the media and video footage of brazen criminals 
walking out of retail stores in front of employees and customers are shocking yet 
are sadly becoming more routine. A recent survey of asset protection managers 
found 67% report a moderate to severe increase in organized retail crimes.  
Despite the increased news coverage and multiple surveys, a detailed 
understanding of how large the problem is across the state is lacking. Unlike for 
auto theft, there is not a single coordinated, cross-jurisdictional task force 
responsible for building cases against the most prolific offenders. Given the fact 
that retailers operate in a competitive marketplace, they are understandably 
reluctant to disclose detailed internal financial records. 
Figure 4 shows the estimated total cost of larceny/theft for Colorado in 2020. 
According to the national methodology developed by Miller, et al., police-reported 
larceny/theft cost $662.5 million and total larceny/theft cost about $925.2 million in 
Colorado.  
 
While our modeling of costs estimated the value of property losses from theft to be 
$209 million or an average of $1,250 over the 114,813 reported thefts, there are 
several other sources that put the cost of just retail theft, and organized retail 
crime specifically, to be much larger. A November report by John Dunham and 
Associates on behalf of the Retail Industry Leaders Association (RILA) titled “The 

Figure 7: 2020 Increase in 
Motor Vehicle Related Crimes 

 2020 

Theft of vehicle 31,322 

Theft from 
vehicles  34,269 

Theft of Motor 
Vehicle 
Parts/Accessories 13,327 

Total  78,918 
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Impact of Organized Retail Crime and Product Theft in the United States” estimated 
the total value of stolen retail products in Colorado to be $642.2 million in 2019. 
This estimate is before 2020 and the increases over the last two years; a 20% 
increase raises this total to more than three-quarters of $1 billion.   
Beyond just pinning down the full value of stolen products, the full costs are felt by 
all Coloradans, both as consumers and employees. Stores which face more severe 
rates of theft make up for the losses in different ways. To the extent possible, some 
increase security costs, while others write off the losses. Both can translate to 
higher retail prices for consumers and in the most damaging cases, store closure. 
The local community also suffers, as higher rates of theft deter vital capital 
investments and halt the influx of new companies, economic opportunities and jobs.   
Of equal importance is the connection between thefts and violent crimes. In retail 
thefts, both customers and employees are subject to real threats of violence. The 
same national survey of loss prevention professionals, conducted by RILA, found 
that 86% reported verbal threats of bodily harm against an associate.iv  
The data from motor vehicle theft is also compelling. In 2020, there was a 45% 
increase in robbery/carjackings and a 32% increase in burglary/breaking and 
entering crimes charged at the same time as the auto thefts.  
Concerning trends in the outcomes across the criminal justice system 
reflect how one-sided policy changes over the years have altered the 
system 
 

- Denver has increased the use of Personal Recognizance (PR) bonds by 61% 
over the last 2 years, including increasing use for more serious crimes.  

- In 2018, the Denver courts issued only 29 $0, $1 or $2 bonds. In 2020, the 
number of low value bonds escalated to 574, a 1,879% increase. 

- Colorado’s prison and correctional population also began decreasing 
simultaneous to the surge in the crime rate. 

- In 2021, 65% of arrests in Denver were of people who had at least one other 
offense in prior 3 years. 30% had 5 or more arrests since 2018.   
 

Understanding the overall crime rates is an important starting point, but the 
analysis cannot stop there. Colorado needs a deeper understanding of how recent 
changes in the criminal justice system impact the rate of crime. Across the board, 
the trend has been to reduce sentencing requirements and to lessen sentencing 
outcomes for offenders. 
Several recent policy trends seen within the system require greater evaluation to 
determine their causal relationship to the massive increase in Colorado crime. 
Evidence from Denver County Court records shows a significant increase in the use 
of personal recognizance (PR) bonds and very low cash value bonds, even for more 
serious offenses, including gun crimes. 
 

• The number of PR bonds in Denver increased by 61% over the last two years 
and has even increased for more serious crimes. PR bond issuances have 
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increased by 254% for Class 2 felonies from 2018 to 2020. (Appendix Table 
L) 

• In 2020 there were 538 $1 bonds issued and in 2021 there were 562. 
Between 2017 and 2019, there were only 2. (Appendix Table K) 
 

Despite an increasing crime rate and growing population in Colorado, the total 
correctional population including jail and prison populations have decreased.  
 

• Early in the pandemic, Executive 
Orders required a reduction in 
the prison population. Since 
2019 the correctional population 
has declined by 4,500 
individuals or 14%. A 2019 law 
required county jail populations 
to start being reported during 
the first quarter of 2020. These 
new records show a decline in 
the jail population of nearly 7% 
or 4,300 individuals.   

• While the drop in the 
correctional population is 
sharpest over the last two 
years, the total number of 
individuals within the 
corrections system had declined by 10%, or by more than 3,500 individuals, 
between 2008 and 2019.  

• This means that between 2008 and 2021, the Colorado correctional 
population has declined by 23%, or by more than 8,000 individuals. During 
that same period the total number of annual crimes has increased by 47%, 
or by 131,399 annual crimes.  

• Isolating just the population under the Department of Corrections shows a 
33% decline between 2008 and the end of September 2021, or a reduction of 
7,698 inmates.  
 

Providing people an easier pathway for leaving the system of incarceration and 
becoming a productive member of society are worthy goals, but consequences to 
the community need be evaluated. Of particular concern are the following statistics: 
  

• The state’s recidivism rate is top-5 in the nation.v  
• 65% of individuals arrested in Denver in 2021 had been arrested at least one 

other time since 2018. 30% of individuals arrested, or nearly 1 out of every 
3, had 5 or more arrests since 2018.  

• Parole rates for more serious felonies have increased. Since 2016, the 
number of individuals granted parole more than doubled for each class of 
felony. The parole rate for class 1 felonies increased from 27% to 67%. The 
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number of individuals who committed class 5 felonies that were granted 
parole increased by 313% as the rate of parole increased from 59% to 67%.   

• A special report from the Colorado Auto Theft Intelligence Coordination 
Center found that the average number of auto theft cases per offender 
increased from 1.29 in 2019 to 1.7 in 2020.vi The reported concluded that 
either, “Repeat offenders made up a larger share of MVT cases…” or “MVT 
suspects were not being arrested, detained, or appearing in court, although 
MVT cases continued to be filed and arrest warrants issued. Neither scenario 
changes the fact that MVT case filings escalated in 2020, while MVT suspects 
operated with virtual impunity.”  
 

Therefore, while the declining prison population itself does not give clear evidence 
of a connection to the increased crime rate, it should catalyze greater scrutiny 
around the data on recidivism and the rate at which individuals who commit crimes 
are held accountable through the system. This must be done in a way that 
encourages lawfulness, diminishes recidivism, and enhances public safety.  
The path forward should include a comprehensive review of available data 
to address any unintended consequences and higher costs brought about 
by recent policy  
 

o Decision makers need better transparency into not only the outcomes of the 
system in terms of crime, but also how the different factors of the system are 
performing.  

o Create a data dashboard of both counts of crime/prisoners counts as well as 
indicators of outcomes across key areas that have clear connection to 
deterrence and reducing crime. The indicators need to provide the public with 
confidence in the system and give clear insights into where policy actions 
may be needed. If desire to have lower standards of being released on bail, 
then need to have systematic approach to ensuring they are not re-
offending. If desire to not hold people longer, then need to ensure not re-
offending.  

o Need to adapt to growing threat of organized retail theft. Similar to the 
Metropolitan Auto Theft Task Force, a dedicated task force focused on 
organized retail crime should be formed. A model to refer to was recently 
formed in Utah: Crimes Against Statewide Economy (CASE) Task Force in 
Utah. 
 

The recent surge in crime in Colorado, accompanied by significant red flags in the 
workings of the criminal justice system, calls for urgent action. The starting point 
should be a systematic and transparent review of how well the different aspects of 
the criminal justice system are performing. The review should also establish a set of 
relevant and actionable indicators that will allow for deeper insights into where 
potential system-level problems are occurring.  
This information will help policy makers and the public better understand why the 
rates of crime in Colorado differ significantly from the national averages. From 
there, changes to the system can begin to create improved outcomes.  
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There are several crucial areas of data and information sharing that if routinely 
updated and displayed, could serve as a starting point for substantive policy 
discussion.  
 

o Connection between property crime and violent crime – There are 
many instances where repeat offenders of property crimes, eventually 
commit more serious crimes. While each anecdote is compelling, it should be 
possible to review the number of violent crimes committed by those that 
commit repeat property crimes. Are those that are being released on PR or 
low dollar bonds committing more crimes? Are they showing up to court? Are 
jails accepting low dollar warrants? 

o Rates at which parolees and those out on bond commit crimes – This 
information should also be associated with the initial offense type and bond 
amount. Just as important as understanding the rate at which individuals re-
offend, it will also provide the rates at which individuals do not. A 2018 
report, using 2016 as the most current year of data, from the Division of 
Criminal Justice analyzed the rates at which those released on PR and low 
cash bonds re-offended.vii It concluded that the value of the bond did not 
consistently change the rates at which individuals fail to appear to their court 
date and i. However, it doesn’t reflect the extent to which those out on low 
cash value or PR bonds re-offend. Given the significant changes in the use of 
these types of bonds since 2018, it would be impactful for future discussions 
to have routinely updated figures. Another key piece of information would be 
understanding not just rates at which individuals fail to appear across 
different bond types, but whether there is even any consequence for not 
appearing as policy at jails has changed related to misdemeanors and bond 
values.  

o True impacts and rate of organized retail time – The state should 
establish an organized retail crime task force. This type of task force was 
recently formed in Utah and would operate similarly to the auto theft task 
force that currently exists in the Denver metro. It would allow for greater 
collaboration to both identify and prosecute offenders, as well as raise public 
awareness of the issue. 
 

Conclusion 
The system and those interested in sustaining the loosening of punishments should 
also be able to justify to the public that the costs are not outweighing the benefits.  
A significant rise in crime does not help those who deserve to be released early or 
be afforded cashless bail. 
The evidence is clear. The trends related to crime are going the wrong direction in 
Colorado. Despite steady declines in property crime rates nationally, Colorado has 
seen increases. While the nation has experienced a rise in violent crime, the rate of 
increase was more than double in Colorado.  
As crime rates increase, the criminal justice system is reducing the probability that 
criminals will face accountability for their offenses to society.  
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Moving forward, improved transparency and reporting can establish a shared 
understanding of the full impacts of recent policy changes and help identify much 
needed solutions.   
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Appendix 

 
Table A: Colorado Annual Police Reported Crimes, 2010 – 

Aug. 2021 

Year 
Number of Police 
Reported Crimes 

Crimes per 100,000 
Residents 

2008 262,259                           5,304 
2009 255,881                           5,089  
2010 258,529                           5,138  
2011 264,210                           5,161 
2012 300,058                           5,780 
2013 292,906                           5,531 
2014 292,906                           5,459 
2015 312,240                           5,710 
2016 331,615                           6,065 
2017 339,092                           6,032 
2018 347,283                           6,098 
2019 341,196                           5,926 
2020 358,950                           6,287 
2021 269,665                           6,937  

   
Source: https://coloradocrimestats.state.co.us/tops/ 
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Table B: Colorado Monthly Average Crime Rates by Category, 2008 - August 2021 
Crime 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Murder 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.5 
Rape 7.6 7.8 7.8 8.1 9.0 8.7 8.6 9.1 9.3 9.9 10.7 10.0 8.8 9.0 
Other Sexual Assault 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Robbery 5.2 5.1 4.9 5.2 5.4 5.0 4.7 5.1 5.4 5.7 5.6 5.4 5.7 5.8 
Assault 55.9 56.7 57.6 58.2 64.6 65.0 68.0 71.7 74.1 77.3 80.6 79.6 81.4 84.1 
Arson 1.8 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.3 1.5 1.3 1.4 1.6 1.5 1.3 1.9 1.8 
Burglary 38.6 36.5 37.2 37.3 40.3 38.8 35.8 35.3 34.9 33.3 31.6 28.9 33.0 32.9 
Larceny/Theft  132.5 130.6 137.2 139.1 161.0 162.6 156.0 160.7 165.3 162.9 165.9 161.7 165.8 169.1 
Motor Vehicle Theft 20.1 18.8 17.1 17.1 19.6 20.3 20.1 25.1 30.1 33.1 33.2 32.5 45.2 58.3 
Fraud  38.0 34.7 33.2 34.8 37.0 34.8 36.8 43.8 46.2 45.3 47.1 46.1 53.4 80.3 
Buying Stolen Property 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.7 2.2 2.1 1.8 2.5 3.2 3.7 4.1 4.1 4.3 5.3 
Vandalism 87.3 79.9 76.2 72.1 77.1 76.5 73.0 68.8 70.4 66.4 61.9 60.5 71.9 77.6 
Prostitution/Pandering 1.2 1.4 1.0 0.9 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.5 1.7 1.9 2.0 2.0 1.8 1.7 
Drug Possessions/Sales 47.2 45.7 43.4 45.7 53.5 35.7 39.0 42.0 45.8 50.3 51.8 49.3 32.6 34.5 
Gambling Violations 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Weapons Carrying 5.2 4.5 4.7 4.8 5.8 5.8 6.5 7.2 8.2 8.6 8.7 9.0 10.5 11.5 
Liquor Law Violations 13.5 11.9 11.6 12.1 11.2 14.1 13.3 12.1 10.2 9.0 8.5 6.9 4.0 3.4 
Drunkenness 0.3 0.2 2.7 2.7 2.2 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 
Disorderly Conduct 12.5 11.0 11.6 11.2 11.3 12.0 11.6 10.2 9.1 8.3 8.4 7.3 5.4 4.8 

Curfew/Loitering Violations 1.8 1.7 1.4 1.3 1.5 1.5 1.8 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.2 0.9 0.7 0.3 

Total 470.9 450.3 451.0 454.3 504.6 486.0 480.6 498.6 517.4 519.1 523.2 506.2 527.0 580.9 

               
Source: https://coloradocrimestats.state.co.us/tops/         

 
 
 
 
TABLES C – E Economic Cost Tables 
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The following set of tables provide both the costs per crime and the costs of each category of crime, for each type of cost. The tables show both 
the US figures as reported in the national study, C-E, along with the Colorado figures as derived by CSI replicating the national methodology.  



 
 

 20 December 2021 

Table C: Colorado - 2020 Cost per Crime in 2020 Dollars 

Using methodology from the Miller, et al. (2017), national cost of crime study 

Crime Medical 
Mental 
Health Productivity 

Property 
Loss 

Public 
Services 

Adjudication 
& 

Sanctioning 
Perpetrator 
Work Loss 

Subtotal: 
Tangible 

Costs 
Quality of 

Life Total Cost  

Murder $12,735 $13,171 $2,145,826 $233 $195,397 $567,207 $208,721 $3,143,290 $5,655,950 $8,799,240 

Rape $1,835 $4,517 $5,368 $209 $9 $248 $124 $12,309 $232,540 $244,849 

     Rape-police reported $3,938 $7,152 $8,422 $209 $1,130 $50,751 $25,350 $96,954 $346,485 $443,439 
Other Sexual Assault-police  
     reported $706 $1,737 $2,065 $80 $61 $373 $186 $5,208 $89,438 $94,646 

Robbery $1,436 $172 $3,401 $1,517 $900 $13,167 $6,656 $27,248 $12,081 $39,329 

     Robbery-police reported $1,959 $216 $4,639 $1,523 $1,836 $16,149 $8,163 $34,485 $15,887 $50,371 

Assault $1,734 $195 $1,295 $52 $2,714 $3,619 $1,684 $11,293 $22,310 $33,603 

     Assault-police reported $2,090 $443 $2,292 $93 $6,098 $6,765 $3,147 $20,928 $22,926 $43,854 

Arson $2,911 $49 $3,977 $23,148 $4,746 $3,079 $1,115 $39,025 $7,546 $46,571 

Burglary $0 $0 $27 $1,946 $330 $1,020 $1,539 $4,862 $0 $4,862 

     Burglary-police reported $0 $0 $46 $3,417 $798 $850 $1,283 $6,394 $0 $6,394 

Larceny/Theft  $0 $0 $18 $552 $153 $1,547 $164 $2,434 $0 $2,434 
     Larceny/Theft-police  
      reported $0 $0 $37 $1,248 $1,255 $2,921 $310 $5,770 $0 $5,770 

Motor Vehicle Theft $0 $0 $120 $7,369 $768 $11,710 $5,602 $25,569 $0 $25,569 
     Motor Vehicle Theft-police 
      reported $0 $0 $139 $8,561 $972 $2,209 $1,057 $12,937 $0 $12,937 

Fraud  $0 $0 $57 $1,854 $87 $61 $19 $2,079 $0 $2,079 

     Fraud-police reported $0 $0 $57 $1,854 $87 $61 $19 $2,079 $0 $2,079 

Buying Stolen Property $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,836 $6,386 $2,162 $10,384 $0 $10,384 

Vandalism $0 $0 $0 $462 $28 $816 $291 $1,597 $0 $1,597 

Prostitution/Pandering $0 $0 $0 $0 $93 $305 $148 $546 $0 $546 

Drug Possessions/Sales $0 $0 $0 $0 $5,984 $4,268 $2,069 $12,321 $0 $12,321 

Gambling Violations $0 $0 $0 $0 $93 $305 $148 $546 $0 $546 

Weapons Carrying $0 $0 $0 $0 $93 $3,051 $1,478 $4,622 $0 $4,622 

Liquor Laws $0 $0 $0 $0 $93 $1,457 $705 $2,255 $0 $2,255 
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Drunkenness $0 $0 $0 $0 $93 $1,457 $705 $2,255 $0 $2,255 

Disorderly Conduct $0 $0 $0 $0 $93 $1,457 $705 $2,255 $0 $2,255 

Curfew/Loitering Violations $0 $0 $0 $0 $93 $1,457 $705 $2,255 $0 $2,255 

Total Police Reported Crime $24,338 $22,768 $2,167,500 $40,829 $220,972 $672,781 $259,171 $3,408,360 $6,138,231 $9,544,337 

Total Crime $21,357 $19,841 $2,162,154 $37,423 $213,755 $624,446 $235,629 $3,314,606 $6,019,865 $9,332,217 
 
 

Table D: Total Costs of Crime (Millions of Dollars) and QALYs Lost by Crime, United States, 2017 

  Medical Mental 
Health 

Productivity Property 
Damage 

Public 
Services 

Adjudication 
& 

Sanctioning 

Perpetrator 
Work Loss 

Subtotal: 
Tangible 

Costs 

Quality 
of Life 

Total QALY's Lost 

Murder $248 $234 $35,677 $4 $2,904 $9,327 $3,470 $51,864 $100,493 $152,357 $558,115 

Rape $9,063 $20,289 $22,595 $871 $122 $4,210 $1,735 $58,885 $1,059,481 $1,118,366 $5,884,110 

Police-Reported $452 $883 $974 $24 $122 $6,063 $2,499 $11,017 $43,391 $54,409 $240,989 

Other Sexual Assault $2,722 $6,094 $6,786 $262 $197 $1,265 $521 $17,847 $318,209 $336,056 $1,767,258 

Robbery $936 $102 $2,217 $834 $422 $4,402 $1,893 $10,806 $7,264 $18,070 $40,343 

Police-Reported $626 $63 $1,481 $410 $422 $4,402 $1,893 $9,297 $4,680 $13,977 $25,992 

Assault $15,449 $1,577 $10,622 $392 $16,850 $24,102 $8,925 $77,917 $183,368 $261,285 $1,018,383 

Police-Reported $8,160 $1,573 $8,950 $307 $16,850 $24,102 $8,925 $68,867 $82,588 $151,455 $458,674 

Intimate Partner 
Violence* 

$2,024 $537 $3,719 $181 $36 $749 $578 $7,824 $54,529 $78,648 $393,340 

Child Maltreatment $28,227 $11,314 $4,196 $20 $35,415 $33,026 $0 $112,198 $118,442 $230,640 $657,799 

Arson $132 $2 $168 $970 $199 $129 $40 $1,640 $320 $1,960 $1,777 

Impaired Driving 
Crash 

$7,011 $814 $32,086 $14,793 $146 $2,051 $201 $57,102 $100,747 $157,849 $559,525 

Other Impaired 
Driving 

$0 $0 $0 $0 $35 $4,265 $418 $4,718 $0 $4,718 $0 

Burglary $0 $0 $78 $5,570 $816 $1,311 $1,305 $9,080 $0 $9,080 $0 

Police-Reported $0 $0 $55 $4,040 $816 $1,311 $1,305 $7,527 $0 $7,527 $0 

Larceny/Theft $0 $0 $110 $3,409 $4,973 $14,184 $1,247 $23,923 $0 $23,923 $0 

Police-Reported $0 $0 $173 $5,906 $4,973 $14,184 $1,247 $26,383 $0 $26,383 $0 

Motor Vehicle Theft $0 $0 $100 $6,081 $553 $1,518 $593 $8,845 $0 $8,845 $0 
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Police-Reported $0 $0 $91 $5,581 $553 $1,518 $593 $8,336 $0 $8,336 $0 

Fraud $0 $0 $3,666 $118,304 $4,657 $3,318 $1,021 $130,966 $0 $130,966 $0 

Fraud (FTC) $0 $0 $0 $103,406 $820 $584 $180 $104,990 $0 $104,990 $0 

Fraud (Identity Theft) $0 $0 $3,666 $14,898 $3,837 $2,733 $841 $25,975 $0 $25,975 $0 

Buying Stolen 
Property 

$0 $0 $0 $0 $440 $961 $242 $1,694 $0 $1,694 $0 

Vandalism $0 $0 $0 $3,124 $184 $5,511 $1,986 $10,805 $0 $10,805 $0 

Weapons Carrying $0 $0 $0 $0 $36 $1,170 $421 $1,694 $0 $1,694 $0 

Prostitution/Panderin
g 

$0 $0 $0 $0 $4 $11 $4 $20 $0 $20 $0 

Drug Possession/Sales $0 $0 $0 $0 $13,172 $9,395 $3,383 $26,488 $0 $26,488 $0 

Gambling $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1 $0 $2 $0 $2 $0 

Liquor Laws $0 $0 $0 $0 $16 $255 $92 $377 $0 $377 $0 

Drunkenness $0 $0 $0 $0 $29 $450 $162 $667 $0 $667 $0 

Disorderly Conduct $0 $0 $0 $0 $28 $434 $156 $643 $0 $643 $0 

Vagrancy $0 $0 $0 $0 $2 $29 $10 $43 $0 $43 $0 

Curfew/Loitering 
Violations 

$0 $0 $0 $0 $2 $37 $13 $54 $0 $54 $0 

All Other Non-Traffic 
Offenses 

$0 $0 $0 $0 $260 $846 $467 $1,647 $0 $1,647 $0 

All Violent Crimes $58,801 $40,149 $85,980 $3,534 $56,145 $77,210 $17,162 $338,981 $1,858,401 $2,197,382 $10,321,125 

Impaired Driving $7,011 $814 $32,086 $14,793 $181 $6,316 $619 $61,820 $100,747 $162,567 $559,525 

All Non-Violent 
Crimes 

$0 $0 $3,954 $136,488 $24,968 $39,431 $11,890 $216,731 $0 $216,731 $0 

All Personal Crime $65,812 $40,963 $122,020 $154,815 $81,294 $122,957 $29,671 $617,532 $1,959,148 $2,576,680 $10,880,650 
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Table E: 2020 Colorado Crime Total Costs in 2020 Dollars 

Using methodology from the Miller et al. (2017) national cost of crime study 

Crime  Medical 
Mental 
Health Productivity Property Loss Public Services 

Adjudication & 
Sanctioning 

Perpetrator 
Work Loss 

Subtotal: 
Tangible Costs Quality of Life Total Cost 

Murder $4,406,310 $4,557,166 $742,455,796 $80,618 $67,607,362 $196,253,622 $72,217,466 $1,087,578,340 $1,956,958,707 $3,044,537,047 

Rape $111,876,280 $275,392,456 $327,276,224 $12,757,762 $519,306 $15,098,355 $7,541,633 $750,462,017 $14,177,498,720 $14,927,960,737 

     Rape-police reported $23,594,950 $42,850,571 $50,458,550 $1,253,637 $6,769,830 $304,051,647 $151,873,893 $580,853,079 $2,075,789,239 $2,656,642,318 
Other Sexual Assault-police  
     reported $137,625 $338,715 $402,600 $15,694 $11,983 $72,656 $36,292 $1,015,566 $17,440,500 $18,456,066 

Robbery $11,663,192 $1,396,984 $27,622,922 $12,321,074 $7,306,876 $106,941,908 $54,056,239 $221,309,194 $98,121,882 $319,431,076 

     Robbery-police reported $7,803,477 $860,242 $18,481,633 $6,069,298 $7,314,624 $64,337,797 $32,521,014 $137,388,085 $63,291,876 $200,679,961 

Assault $217,154,022 $24,420,435 $162,223,238 $6,512,116 $339,848,773 $453,224,810 $210,876,141 $1,414,259,535 $2,793,948,230 $4,208,207,765 

     Assault-police reported $117,794,489 $24,967,485 $129,201,943 $5,259,565 $343,768,652 $381,353,530 $177,435,919 $1,179,781,582 $1,292,416,569 $2,472,198,151 

Arson $3,921,117 $66,003 $5,357,019 $31,180,356 $6,392,862 $4,147,413 $1,502,227 $52,566,997 $10,164,462 $62,731,459 

Burglary $0 $0 $1,495,530 $107,788,940 $18,255,104 $56,497,866 $85,243,317 $269,280,757 $0 $269,280,757 

     Burglary-police reported $0 $0 $1,057,823 $78,175,563 $18,255,048 $19,445,362 $29,338,934 $146,272,729 $0 $146,272,729 

Larceny/Theft  $0 $0 $6,842,250 $209,829,000 $57,972,864 $588,089,020 $62,428,429 $925,161,563 $0 $925,161,563 
     Larceny/Theft-police 
        reported $0 $0 $4,216,080 $143,231,923 $144,090,315 $335,360,332 $35,600,084 $662,498,734 $0 $662,498,734 

Motor Vehicle Theft $0 $0 $4,742,365 $291,996,613 $30,426,477 $463,996,818 $221,978,378 $1,013,140,651 $0 $1,013,140,651 
     Motor Vehicle Theft- 
        police reported $0 $0 $4,342,503 $267,976,550 $30,426,516 $69,148,347 $33,080,912 $404,974,828 $0 $404,974,828 

Fraud  $0 $0 $62,436,232 $2,014,859,188 $94,533,156 $66,281,868 $20,645,172 $2,258,755,616 $0 $2,258,755,616 

     Fraud-police reported $0 $0 $0 $68,505,227 $3,214,128 $2,253,584 $701,936 $74,674,875 $0 $74,674,875 

Buying Stolen Property $0 $0 $0 $0 $5,403,348 $18,793,998 $6,364,165 $30,561,511 $0 $30,561,511 

Vandalism $0 $0 $0 $23,039,478 $1,396,332 $40,693,104 $14,511,879 $79,640,793 $0 $79,640,793 

Prostitution/Pandering $0 $0 $0 $0 $114,483 $375,455 $182,490 $672,428 $0 $672,428 

Drug Possessions/Sales $0 $0 $0 $0 $135,196,512 $96,426,924 $46,736,602 $278,360,038 $0 $278,360,038 

Gambling Violations $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,953 $6,405 $3,113 $11,471 $0 $11,471 

Weapons Carrying $0 $0 $0 $0 $676,296 $22,186,872 $10,750,717 $33,613,885 $0 $33,613,885 

Liquor Laws $0 $0 $0 $0 $372,465 $5,835,285 $2,821,541 $9,029,291 $0 $9,029,291 

Drunkenness $0 $0 $0 $0 $3,255 $50,995 $24,658 $78,908 $0 $78,908 

Disorderly Conduct $0 $0 $0 $0 $448,074 $7,019,826 $3,394,303 $10,862,203 $0 $10,862,203 

Curfew/Loitering Violations  $0 $0 $0 $0 $67,890 $1,063,610 $514,288 $1,645,788 $0 $1,645,788 
Total Police Reported 
Crime $157,657,968 $73,640,182 $955,973,947 $624,787,909 $771,531,928 $1,568,876,765 $619,612,431 $4,772,081,130 $5,416,061,352 $10,188,142,482 

Total Crime $349,158,546 $306,171,759 $1,340,854,177 $2,710,380,839 $769,769,499 $2,145,310,394 $822,530,984 $8,512,681,425 $19,054,132,501 $27,492,139,051 
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*Excludes cases police reported as assaults. 
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Table F: Average Motor Vehicle Theft per 
100,000 Residents 

Rates pulled from the FBI Crime Data 
Explorer 

Year US MVT Rate CO MVT Rate 
2008 315 270 
2009 259 248 
2010 239 223 
2011 230 215 
2012 230 233 
2013 221 238 
2014 215 235 
2015 222 294 
2016 237 355 
2017 238 391 
2018 230 387 
2019 221 377 

2020 246 524 
Source: CDE :: Crime (cloud.gov) 

 
Table G: Annual Motor Vehicle Related Crimes, 2008 - August 

2021 

Year 

Motor                  
Vehicle             
Theft 

Theft 
from 

Motor 
Vehicle 

Theft of Motor 
Vehicle 

Parts/Accessories 
2008 11,797 22,887 7,000 
2009 11,217 23,935 7,067 
2010 10353 26558 6618 
2011 10514 25542 6782 
2012 12,223 27,103 6,931 
2013 12,810 26,003 6,320 
2014 12,909 21,713 5,565 
2015 16,405 25,397 6,281 
2016 20,006 27,622 8,030 
2017 22,223 29,245 8,974 
2018 22,628 29,223 11,237 
2019 22,390 27,745 11,580 
2020 31,322 34,269 13,327 
2021 27,152 22,387 13,926 

Source: https://coloradocrimestats.state.co.us/tops/  
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Table H: Colorado Historical 
Correctional Population 

Division of Criminal Justice 
Correctional Pop. Data 

Year Population 
2008 35,025 
2009 34,548 
2010 33,911 
2011 32,933 
2012 32,111 
2013 31,391 
2014 30,945 
2015 30,515 
2016 30,575 
2017 30,594 
2018 31,568 
2019 31,469 
2020 28,953 

2021 26,962 
Source: Quarterly Correctional Populations | Division on Criminal Justice – Office of Research and 
Statistics (colorado.gov) 
 

Table I: Statewide Quarterly Jail 
Population 

Year Number of Inmates 

2020 Q1 
                                  

63,950  

2020 Q2 
                                  

63,015  

2020 Q3 
                                  

62,408  

2020 Q4 
                                  

61,828  

2021 Q1 
                                  

61,070  

2021 Q2 
                                  

60,296  

2021 Q3 
                                  

59,617  
Source: Jail Data Dashboard (HB19-1297) | Division on Criminal Justice – Office of Research and Statistics 
(colorado.gov) 



Table J: $1 Bonds by Felony Class in Denver 
Felony Class 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

1 0 0 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 19 17 
4 0 0 0 121 114 
5 0 0 0 149 173 

6 0 0 2 249 258 

Total 0 0 2 538 562 
Source: Denver County Court  
 

Table K: Personal Recognizance (PR) Bonds by Felony Class in 
Denver 

Felony Class 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 
1 0 1 1 0 1 
2 8 13 15 46 32 
3 189 278 387 452 355 
4 709 1146 1578 1955 1462 
5 1080 1541 1716 2098 1671 

6 1029 1277 1725 2312 2014 

Total 3015 4256 5422 6863 5535 
Source: Denver County Court 
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